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Cornel West Community at the cross
inspires SIU
audience
BRITTANY PETTIFORD
Daily Egyptian
The standing-room-only crowd was brought to its
feet to cheer for the man of the night as Professor
Cornel West stepped onstage Thursday at Shryock
Auditorium.
“I came to Carbondale to unnerve you,” West
said. “I come from a stigmatized and traumatized
people that try to tell the truth!”
His words sent the audience into an uproar of
applause. West spoke to a full house of students,
faculty and community members, in an event
the Student Programming Council’s Lectures
Committee has been preparing since September.
West is a renowned speaker and civil-rights
activist, philosopher, writer and strong advocate for
democracy.
During his lecture, West shed light on modern
American politics and embraced the themes of
having integrity, honesty and decency.
“What is your life task?” he said, “Not just your
future occupation.”
Tony Pacheco, a senior from Chicago studying
psychology, said he was moved by West’s ideologies.
“Hearing him made me question my relation to
the things around me,” he said. “I think it comes
from his delivery of analysis of our modern world.”
Thomas Dear, a sophomore from St. Louis
studying finance, said he was very pleased with the
lecture and was inspired by West.
“I’m really at a loss for words,” he said. “I
definitely feel he affected more than just African
Americans in the audience. I’ve learned much about
his philosophies and how I can reach that same level
of wisdom.“
Manny Bopeya, a senior from Springfield
studying nursing, said he came to the lecture to hear
West speak about the role of educated black men in
society, and how they are portrayed.
“I believe his ideologies are radical, yet maintain
an honest unfiltered view of the world’s past, present
and future, “ he said. “I definitely believe that his
teachings should be implemented in philosophy
and Africana studies courses because of his own
experiences and academic background.”
West received his doctoral degree in philosophy
from Princeton Universtiy and taught at Yale
University as well as Princeton University. He
has also published many books, including “Race
Matters” and “Democracy Matters: Winning the
Fight Against Imperialism.”
West briefly spoke about the present climate of
American government.
“Jim Crow Jr. is still operating, even easier, with a
black president,” he said. “I’m not against President
Obama, but I do not agree with some of the choices
he has made.”
Jim Crow Jr. is what West described as the
imprisonment of lower-class minorities for soft
crimes, including marijuana offenses.
West said parts of America’s justice and economic
systems are failing under the administration, and
criticized Obama for his naïve view of America
when the president spoke in 2004, calling America
a “magical place.”
“I said, ‘This brother is about to have a
Christopher Columbus discovery; he’s about to
discover America,’” he said. “Along the way, Obama
has lost his integrity and is beginning to lean. He has
not upheld the promises he has made us.”
West held a question and answer session after the
lecture. Students and members of the community
stood to ask questions about politics in America,
Please see WEST · 2
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Larry and Gina Cometto, of Coulterville, share a kiss Sunday at Bald Knob Cross of Peace in Alto Pass during
the 78th - annual Easter Sunrise Service. It was the couple’s first visit and said they planned the visit after their
children moved from home. “We celebrated Easter with the families yesterday,” Larry said, “So we wanted to
spend today together and it’s beautiful here.”
Attendees listen to the 78th annual Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday at Bald Knob Cross of
Peace in Alto Pass. The cross
stands at 111 feet and was
completed in 1963. It overlooks
the Shawnee National Forest and
was repaired in 2013 for its 50th
anniversary. Victoria Olsen, of
Portland, Ore., said she is glad the
service is outside, as a buiding
should not define church.
JENNIFER GONZALEZ
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Multimedia
To see a video report visit:
www.dailyegyptian.com
LUKE NOZICKA
Daily Egyptian
On top of one of the highest hills in
Alto Pass, one man celebrated his first
Easter Sunday since being released from
prison as he, along with nearly 1,000
others, watched the sun rise.
Dave Newberry spent the previous nine

years in prison and turns 48 Monday. He
and his sister Shelly, 40, both of Alto Pass,
said they came to the 78th-annual early
morning ceremony at Bald Knob Cross of
Peace simply to rejoice.
“We came to start a new life – a new
rebirth,” Dave said. “It’s a whole new
life. I look at things a lot different. You
don’t take each day for granted.”
Imprisoned for federal conspiracy,
Dave said he was released last month from
the United States Penitentiary in Marion.
Pastor Ralph Brandon, 69, of the
Christian Covenant Fellowship Church

in Carterville and president of the Bald
Knob Cross of Peace board, said he was
glad many people joined the celebration.
“I think all these people come because
they don’t have to wear a suit and tie.
They can just come as they are,” he said.
“Secondly, they come because of the
nature and they’re close to God and seeing
the sunrise and standing up here and
seeing the vastness of this whole area.”
The 111-foot tall cross sits on a hill
overlooking the Shawnee National Forest.
Please see CROSS · 5

International students share traditions
MARCUS GRUWELL
Daily Egyptian
Greetings were traded in various
languages and national flags blew in the
breeze while foreign exchange students
met and reflected on their time in southern
Illinois Saturday.
The International Picnic is an annual
event sponsored by the International Student

Council. Students of different nationalities
ate foreign cuisine, listened to Indian and
Spanish music and joined in on the activities,
such as canoeing on Campus Lake.
Reema’s Indian Cuisine catered a variety
of dishes such as yellow jasmine rice,
vegetable curry and chicken biryani.
More than 100 students attended
this year. Sharonn Zheng, a junior from
Dalian, China, studying English literature,

experienced the International Picnic for
the first time.
“I thought the food was very good
and I also got to meet other people,
too,” she said.
Dalian has a population of more than
3.2 million. Despite this, Zheng said she
has enjoyed the change in atmosphere.
Please see PICNIC · 2
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“I have adjusted quite well to
here,” she said. “There are so many
friendly people that go here as well,
which makes the transition easier.”
Zheng said even though she comes
from a larger city, she enjoys life in a
small town.
“I think being in a smaller city
is easier because there are not that
many people and the air is much
cleaner here too,” she said.
Like other college students,
Zheng said she enjoys going to the
Recreation Center and spending
time with friends in her free time.
Zheng said she also managed
to see many of her friends at the
international picnic while meeting

new people as well.
“I have other friends that are from
my university back home which has
also made things easier for me as they
are very helpful,” she said.
The only difficulty Zheng said she
faced when coming to America was
the time difference.
“There is a 13-hour difference
where I’m from, so having to adjust
to that was a little hard but I managed
to overcome it,” she said.
Zheng will return home after the
Fall 2014 semester. As the spring
semester comes to a close, Zheng said
she has enjoyed her first experience
at the university but is ready for
summer.
“I plan on doing a lot of traveling
in the United States so I am looking
forward to that,” she said.

JAKE HAINES · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Cornel West speaks to a crowd of more than 1,400 spectators Friday at Shyrock Auditorium. West, a civil
rights activist and professor at Princeton University offered the attendees his outlook on everything from
civil rights history to the economy and its effect on college students. “For students the key to our history is
remembrance, reverence, and resistance,”West said. “You have that and our history will never be lost.”
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West said he was eager to
hear from everyone who had the
courage to speak and appreciated
the questions. At the end, West
received a standing ovation from
the crowd.
Pamela Smoot, a professor of
Africana studies, said she was very
pleased with the turnout of the
lecture. Smoot helped orchestrate
West’s first visit in 2009.
Matthew Ryg, director of the
Lectures Committee of SPC,
spoke during the introduction of
West and thanked him for visiting

this year.
“He was very generous and
flexible in negotiating his speaking
fee,” he said. “He required literally
tens of thousands of dollars less
than Doris Kearns Goodwin
charged earlier this spring.”
Ryg said West is a gracious
human being and hoped he
would be able to energize student
organization, involvement and
activism on campus.
“I love his energy and fire,”
he said. “I look to Dr. West for
commentary on all the major
social, political and economic
issues of the day.”

As West was leaving, he gave a
personal statement directed to the
students.
“For students, the key to our
history is remembrance, reverence
and resistance,” he said. “You have
that, and our history will never
be lost…We have to tell the truth
across the board, we have to make
sure that we don’t get caught in
one line and most of all be critical
of ourselves.”
Brittany Pettiford can be reached at
bpettiford@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter @BPettiford_DE
or at 536-3311 ext. 254.

Question: Which of the top two seeds from each conference
has the best chance of winning the NBA playoffs?
A- Oklahoma City Thunder
B- Indiana Pacers
C- San Antonio Spurs
D- Miami Heat

LAURA ROBERTS · F OR

THE

DAILY EGYPTIAN

Gukdo Byun, a doctoral student in business administration,
and his wife Susan Lee, both of South Korea, share a meal
together at the International Student Council’s spring picnic on
Saturday at the Campus Lake Boat Docks. “International food
is so delicious,” Byun said. “Today, the weather is so excellent.
It’s good for a barbecue, and the Campus Lake Boat Docks is a
beautiful area for a picnic. I’m so happy.”
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Editorial Policy

Notice

Our Word is the consensus of the Daily Egyptian Editorial Board on local,
national and global issues affecting the Southern Illinois University community.
Viewpoints expressed in columns and letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect
those of the Daily Egyptian.

The Daily Egyptian is a “designated public
forum.” Student editors have the authority to
make all content decisions without censorship
or advance approval. We reserve the right not to
publish any letter or guest column.

Staff Column

CNN swaps credibility for ratings
SARAH SCHNEIDER
Daily Egyptian
A plane carrying 239 people has been missing for 44 days. If
one were to only watch CNN, one would believe that was the only
worldwide event to occur during the past 44 days.
Of course, the world is waiting to find out how this tragedy
happened. We feel for the families of those on Malaysia Airlines
Flight 370 who have been presumably lost. We too would like them
to have closure. But until the plane is found, the 24-hour updates
on what could possibly have taken place need to stop.
Barbara Walters questioned CNN anchor Don Lemon Monday
on The View about the network’s almost -obsessive coverage. He
stood behind the network, claiming watchdog journalism.
“The families are relying on the media to get information,” he
said. “Malaysia doesn’t have an open media and they’re not used to
people challenging them.”
Lemon said there is an audience interest in the case, but Walters
disagreed, saying CNN would not continually cover the case if it
weren’t for the ratings.
He countered her argument, saying, “I think it is a mystery and
anytime you have something as big as a giant triple seven disappear
in this day and age with so much technology where everything is
tracked, and have no trace of it for five weeks, it’s crazy.”
The network now brings in analysts daily with holograms of
maps under reporters’ feet, model airplanes — in case you didn’t
know what a plane looked like — and cockpit simulations that
speculate what went wrong. These presumptions are seemingly
aimed to make Americans feel better about our airlines.
It’s an all-you-need-to-know guide about the intangible.
When anchors run out of things to talk about, they have
audibly read viewer tweets, among other nonsensical mumblings,

to analysts with questions about the plane, including if it was
lost in the Bermuda Triangle.
Then the analyst typically replies with his or her theory of what
could have happened, how it could have been avoided and how
many more days it will take to find the plane.
In the meantime, the network sends breaking news updates
sporadically stating something may have been found, until … wait
for it … viewers discover it is only a false alarm: “We’ll let you know
in another five hours when we almost don’t find something.”
But we have to give it to the network; they are making a killing
off of this tragic event. CNN President Jeff Zucker announced
April 10 that ratings have turned around since the 24-hour
coverage began.
“Last month, CNN was the fastest-growing network in all of
television — not just news, not just cable, all of television. The
same remains true in April,” Zucker said at an event to reveal new
CNN Worldwide programming.
He actually said a news source should compete with
entertainment channels. But, that’s what the 24-hour television
news cycle has become: entertainment. And it’s hurting us all.
The millennial generation CNN is trying to nab with the
black-hole airplane mystery was raised in the age of constant
boredom. If something doesn’t constantly entertain us, we turn
the channel, pick up our smart phones or write a status about
how bored we are.
If CNN doesn’t amuse the audience with video-game-style
animations, viewers turn the channel and don’t know how many
drones were sent into the Indian Ocean that day.
This time, the media outlet is to blame for the nation’s stupidity.
Sarah Schneider can be reached at sschneider@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter @sarahschnimedia or 536-3311 ext 252.
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Confusion over ferry

evacuation continues
GILLIAN WONG
Associated Press
Divers continued the grim work
of recovering bodies from inside a
sunken South Korean ferry Monday,
as a newly released transcript
showed the ship was crippled by
confusion and indecision well after
it began listing. The transcript
suggests the chaos may have added
to a death toll that could eventually
exceed 300.
About 30 minutes after the Sewol
began tilting, a crew member asked
a marine traffic controller whether
passengers would be rescued if they
abandoned ship off South Korea’s
southern coast, the transcript,
released Sunday, showed. The crew
member posed the question three
times in succession.
That followed several statements
from the ship that people aboard
could not move and another in which
someone said that it was “impossible
to broadcast” instructions.
Many people followed the
captain’s initial order to stay below
deck, where it is feared they remain
trapped. Sixty-one bodies have been
recovered, and about 240 people are
still missing.
“Even if it’s impossible to
broadcast, please go out and let the
passengers wear life jackets and put
on more clothing,” an unidentified
official at Jindo Vessel Traffic
Services Center urged at 9:24 a.m.
Wednesday, 29 minutes after the
ferry first reported trouble, according
to the transcript released by South
Korea’s coast guard.
“If this ferry evacuates passengers,
will you be able to rescue them?” the
unidentified crew member asked.
“At least make them wear life rings
and make them escape!” the trafficcenter official responded.
“If this ferry evacuates passengers,
will they be rescued right away?” the
crew member asked again.
“Don’t let them go bare — at
least make them wear life rings
and make them escape,” the traffic

official repeated. “The rescue of
human lives from the Sewol ferry
... the captain should make his
own decision and evacuate them.
We don’t know the situation very
well. The captain should make the
final decision and decide whether
you’re going to evacuate passengers
or not.”
“I’m not talking about that,” the
crew member said. “I asked, if they
evacuate now, can they be rescued
right away?”
The traffic official then said
patrol boats would arrive in 10
minutes, though another civilian
ship was already nearby and had
told controllers that it would rescue
anyone who went overboard.
The ferry sank with 476 people
on board, many of them students
from a single high school. The cause
of the disaster is not yet known, but
prosecutors have said the ship made
a sharp turn before it began to list.
Several crew members, including
the captain, have been arrested
on suspicion of negligence and
abandoning passengers.
More than 170 people survived
the sinking of the Sewol, which
had been on its way from the South
Korean port city of Incheon to the
southern tourist island of Jeju. The
captain took more than half an hour
to issue an evacuation order, which
several passengers have said they
never heard.
The confirmed death toll
climbed over the weekend after
divers finally found a way inside
the sunken vessel and quickly
discovered more than a dozen
bodies. They had been hampered
for days by strong currents, bad
weather and low visibility.
The South Korean news agency
Yonhap reported that another body
was recovered early Monday near the
sunken ship.
As the divers continued searching
Monday, relatives huddled around
signboards listing descriptions of a
half dozen yet-unidentified bodies that
were pulled out of the vessel overnight.
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Hundreds gather to worship at Cross of Peace

SARAH SCHNEIDER · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Members of the Christian Motorcyclists Association listen to the Sunday service. The
22nd-annual Blessing of the Bikes is scheduled for 9 a.m. Sunday at Bald Knob Cross of
Peace when prayer groups will be held around motorcycles to bless their travels.

LEWIS MARIEN · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Marty Peters, of Murphysboro, bows his head in prayer Sunday during the 78th-annual
Easter Sunrise Service at Bald Knob Cross of Peace in Alto Pass. Peters said he has attended
the service for several years. “It’s my favorite place in the world,” he said.

CROSS
CONTINUED FROM

1

Victoria Olsen, 60, of Portland, Ore., said she is glad the service is
outside, as a building should not define church.
“I’m not within walls,” she said. “My church is out in the forest, in the
woods, on the water. Nature is my church.”
Brandon said he has been going to the event for some seven years.
According to the Bald Knob website’s history section, arguments arose
among the cross’ board members in the early 2000s.
In 2008, all members of the board stepped down and the court then
appointed seven members to a Transitional Board of Directors later the
same year. Brandon said he was one of those pastors.
Priest Uriel Salamanca of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Cobden
provided the service’s sermon this year, which focused on the resurrection
of Christ.
Brandon said more people may have come because of the nice weather,
as the last several years have been cold and rainy.
Norman McFarland, 63, of Palatine, said he has gone to the celebration
since 1962 and has watched the cross change over time.
“At first it was just a rough shell, iron structure,” He said. “The first
year they put a big red neon light all the way around it so that you could
see across the valley – it was very cool.”
In 1963, the cross was officially completed, McFarland said. He said
it was repaired in 2013 for its 50th anniversary.
“As I sit here I remember my parents,” McFarland said. “It’s a childhood
memory thing as well as the Easter sunrise part of it too.”
The band at Sunday’s service was from the First United Methodist
Church in Sparta.
Bagpiper Paul Thompson, 67, of Marion, played “Christ the Lord is
Risen Today,” and “We’re Marching to Zion,” at the beginning of the
event. He then played “Amazing Grace,” and concluded the service with
several other tunes.

JENNIFER GONZALEZ · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Luke Nozicka can be reached at
lnozicka@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter @lukenozicka,
or 536-3311 ext. 286.

Victoria Olsen, left, of Portland, Ore., and Norman McFarland, center, of Palatine, take pictures during
the 78th-annual Easter Sunrise Service Sunday at Bald Knob Cross of Peace in Alto Pass. McFarland has
attended the annual service for 52 years and accompanied Olsen, who visited the cross for the first time.
PatriciaTucker, of
Carbondale, listens to a
recording of Elvis Presley’s
“Bridge OverTroubled
Water”Sunday before the
Easter Service at Bald Knob
Cross of Peace in Alto Pass.
Tucker said she and her late
husband, who died two
years ago, used to bring
their three boys to the
service every year.“It was our
routine,”she said.Tucker said
holidays are the hardest after
losing her husband.“I’m still
grieving his death,”she said.
“But I can’t think of a better
place to be on Easter.”
SARAH SCHNEIDER
DAILY EGYPTIAN

SARAH SCHNEIDER · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Faith, peace, hope and charity are the four words inscribed at
the base of Bald Knob Cross of Peace.

Pulse

Follow your DE
@KBurgstahler_DE

6

Pfister’s ‘Transcendence’ earns his degree

KARSTEN BURGSTAHLER
Daily Egyptian

Graduation isn’t just for college and high
school seniors. It’s also for Oscar-winning
cinematographer-turned-director
Wally
Pfister.
Pfister is well known for his work on
Christopher Nolan’s “Dark Knight” trilogy
and “Inception,” which won him the award.
“Inception” is his Taliesin, Nolan his Frank
Lloyd Wright.
Pfister takes the lessons he’s learned from
Nolan and applies them on a smaller scale in
“Transcendence” (Rated PG-13; 119 Min.), an
attempt at Nolan-esque big idea science fiction
without the gunplay and action sequences that
push “Inception” along at a breakneck pace. It’s
less exciting without these sequences, which
Pfister shot so beautifully, but considering the
tangled plot it’s smart he didn’t try to throw
more elements into the stew.
“Transcendence” focuses on technology
guru Will Caster (Johnny Depp), a genius
closing in on a way to meld the human
mind with technology. He’s assassinated by a
group known as the R.I.F.T. (Revolutionary
Independence From Technology), but
before his brain goes dark his wife Evelyn
(Rebecca Hall) manages to hook it up to a

computer and feed it into the hard drive.
Soon Will exists within the computer, able
to gain knowledge from every device on the
globe and complete scientific feats deemed
impossible. Soon it’s unclear whether Will or
the computer is in control.
The biggest gap “Transcendence” leaves in
the Nolan formula is the way Pfister expects
the audience to strain credulity. Despite how
crazy “Inception” gets, the logic behind it, no
matter how impossible, seems airtight because
the script is so well written. Nolan has an
answer for everything.
About a decade ago Jason Reitman’s
“Thank You For Smoking” smartly addressed
such plot contrivances. In an early scene
from Reitman’s movie about a Big Tobacco
lobbyist, two guys are sitting in a room,
trying to decide how they can make a movie

where two people have sex in space while
smoking a cigarette. One guy says to the
other, “Well, we’ll just say we invented that
thing that lets you smoke in space.”
“Transcendence”
makes
a
similar
suggestion. Essentially Evelyn says to the
audience, “We just invented that thing that
lets us plug into his mind.” It’s such a leap
of faith that the film’s groundings in reality
begin to rip away, so much so that we soon
see the shaky foundation the movie relies on.
The movie builds itself into a corner until it
reaches a conclusion that reeks of deadline
writing. The very end is a direct throwback to
Nolan’s typical ambiguous endings.
But even when Pfister fights an uphill battle
to explain his sci-fi elements, the questions
he poses about artificial intelligence are smart
and engrossing. Early on in the movie at a

conference, an audience member asks Will
if he’s trying to build God. Will responds,
“Aren’t we all?” What Pfister builds is a god,
born through Will, who tries to create a new
species of man in his image. “Transcendence”
has striking similarities to the biblical story of
creation. Pfister has no problem coming up
with the big sci-fi idea. If only his execution
was a bit better.
Nolan is a producer and he’s brought a good
number of his usual cronies to the cast. Morgan
Freeman and Cillian Murphy both have
supporting roles, although they’re underused.
Murphy is always better playing a creep, and
here he’s confined to being a boring CIA agent.
Pfister’s training as a visual artist is evident,
especially in the way he shoots the sterile lab in
which Will’s computers are stored. One shot from
over Evelyn’s shoulder as she walks down a long
white hallway stands out as an example of Pfister’s
eye for creepy moments. It’s quite effective.
If Nolan were actually a professor, he’d
probably have to grade on a curve, considering
what a challenge it would be to match some of
his recent filmmaking. But if “Transcendence”
were Pfister’s final exam it would earn him a
B-. Not a bad start, but there is definite room
for improvement.
Karsten Burgstahler can be reached at
kburgstahler@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter @kburgstahler_DE
or 536-3311 ext. 254.
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‘Heaven’ has high drama, low payoff
KARSTEN BURGSTAHLER
Daily Egyptian

For all the big questions director Randall
Wallace’s “Heaven is for Real” (Rated PG; 100
Min.) asks about the afterlife, too many are
answered with a shrug. But it’s not for lack of
trying — at least not on the actors’ parts.
Wallace, the man behind other
inspirational dramas such as 2010’s
“Secretariat,” approaches the material with
such a ho-hum attitude that what could have
served as an effective, touching drama ends
up being merely melodramatic. The true
story follows Todd Burpo (Greg Kinnear),
an everyday man living in Nebraska who
serves as a garage-door repairman, volunteer
firefighter and pastor in his small town. We
quickly learn that many citizens in town
hold multiple jobs, a fact Wallace seems to
find humorous.
After a first act dedicated to setting up
Todd’s trials and tribulations, including one
awkward scene where he passes kidney stones,
his son Colton has an appendicitis attack and
comes close to death. Colton miraculously
survives, but is soon telling tales of how he
saw Heaven and heard God speak. Soon he’s
relaying secrets and details about his parents
he would have no other way of knowing.

The movie aims to please believers and
non-believers alike. This goal collides with
the plotting during the film’s climax, when
Burpo gives a sermon professing his faith.
But he doesn’t really say anything.
“Heaven” is the kind of movie that needs
deep exploration and an affirmative ending,
especially when the image of Heaven Colton
describes doesn’t mesh with biblical teachings
on the afterlife. But instead of taking a
definitive stand for God and Colton, or
backing away from them, the writers settle
for mediocrity. It’s doubtful the real Burpo
was this indecisive.
This ending comes after a film ok with
plodding along, assuming its audience is

captivated. And they are, at least whenever
Kinnear is on screen. He brings an authenticity
to Burpo rarely seen in religious filmmaking,
even when he’s battling a poor script. It
doesn’t matter with whom he’s acting, he
still manages to elevate the scene. Not that
his wife Sonja Burpo (Kelly Reilly) needs
the help. She holds her own in scenes with
Kinnear. The married couple, which faces
both huge hospital bills and a son treated like
an outcast by the community, is by far the
best the big screen has seen in a while.
Burpo’s relationship with his congregation
isn’t well developed beyond the occasional
scene with Jay Wilkins (Thomas Haden
Church), Burpo’s best friend, or Nancy

Rawling (Margo Martindale). But when we
do spend some time with Burpo and Rawling,
the film delivers emotional sparks. Rawling
has a past filled with sorrow and Burpo
struggles to connect with her.
But at the same time, the congregation,
led by Rawling, tries to separate itself from
Burpo, fearing that the church will become
a media circus. Nothing happens, though.
One reporter wants to write a story and
one person calls him from a radio station.
That’s it. Wallace paints the movie as if it’s a
national controversy, trying to make it more
dramatic than it really was.
In the process of trying to up the ante
when there are no high stakes to begin with,
Wallace loses sight of the movie’s heart —
the personal struggles his characters deal
with after Colton’s revelations. The story
needs to be more focused on the individual,
rather than Burpo’s us-against-the-world
mentality.
All of this, building to a non-eventful
climax, makes for a tame movie with a few
exceptional scenes interspersed throughout.
When a movie pushes the theological
envelope but comes to a generic conclusion,
it’s not a test of faith. It’s a test of patience.
Karsten Burgstahler can be reached at
kburgstahler@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter @kburgstahler_DE
or 536-3311 ext. 254.
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Boston accomodates those
affected by 2013 tragedy
JIMMY GOLEN
Associated Press
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The messages started arriving just
hours after the bombings, pleading
for an entry into the 2014 Boston
Marathon. For months the calls and
emails continued, runners begging
for an opportunity to cross the
finish line on Boylston Street and
convinced it would ease at least some
of their grief.
“They’d say, ‘I’m not a qualified
runner; I don’t think I ever will be.
I train. I run. I could do it. But
because of what happened last year,
I need to run,’” Boston Athletic
Association executive director Tom
Grilk said last week.
“It might have been because they
were present at the finish, or they
knew somebody who was working or
was affected. They might have been
somebody who lives in Haverhill,
Mass., and they were watching the
race and it hit ‘em hard. That was
true for a lot of people,” Grilk said.
“And we received some of these
communications and we thought,
‘What do we do?’”
The B.A.A. had already expanded
this year’s field to include more
than 5,000 runners who were
stranded on the course when the
two explosions killed three and
wounded 264 others. A few extra
invitations were sprinkled among
the first-responders and the victims,

or their families; others went to
charities and the towns along the
route; some who said they were
personally touched by the tragedy
were already given bibs.
But organizers felt they might
still be missing people, people who
perhaps didn’t think their trauma
was worthy amid all the lost limbs
and physical scars. So, in November,
they announced that about 500
bibs would be available for those
“personally and profoundly impacted
by the events of April 15, 2013.”
In 250-word essays submitted over
the website, 1,199 would-be runners
made their case. Almost 600 had the
connection the B.A.A. was looking for.
“The anger, guilt and heartbreak
I still feel today will never
go away,” wrote Kate Plourd,
who was in the medical tent,
dehydrated and vowing never to
run Boston again, when she heard
the announcements: “Explosions
at the finish line. Casualties.
Dismemberments. Prepare yourself
to treat the victims.”
“Running the 2014 Boston
Marathon will help me heal my mind,”
she said in the essay that landed her
bib No. 28115. “I’ll push myself ... to
finish the 2014 Boston Marathon in
honor of those who won’t ever give up,
who I won’t ever forget.”
The last year in Boston has
been punctuated with memorial
services and other tributes, as well

as fundraisers that have raised more
than $60 million for the victims.
But for those who feel a
connection to the Boston Marathon,
that connection is most often felt
through running.
And, when they decided they had
to do something, they decided they
had to run.
Dr. Alok Gupta, a trauma surgeon
at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center, about two miles from the
finish line, thought about treating
so many leg injuries caused by the
ground-level bombs and concluded
that running the race would be “just
really poetic.”
“I decided that’s what would be
meaningful for me,” said Gupta,
who was a medical student in New
York during the Sept. 11 attacks
and has since studied disaster
preparedness. “Running the Boston
Marathon this year — not next
year, not New York, not Chicago:
Boston. I just thought it would be
meaningful for me.”
A competitive swimmer in
high school, the now 37-yearold Gupta had no experience in
distance running until he began
to train for Monday’s race. “We’re
on the second floor,” he said in a
recent interview at his office. “I
took the elevator.”
Googling “How long does it take
to train for a marathon,” Gupta got
an answer of 18 weeks.
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37 Smooch
38 Ditch around a
castle
40 Parking __;
coin machine
41 Ill-defined lump
43 Amazon & Nile
44 In a bad mood
46 Back’s opposite

47
48
49
50
52
53
55
56
57
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Soothing plant
Volcanic output
Rap artist/actor
Bar soap brand
Thin coin
Observes
Burro
Defunct airline
Spanish gold
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A:

A:
Answer:
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to test your crossword skills
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3 Making
someone feel
hostile
4 __ as a beet
5 Hinder; stymie
6 Tushes
7 Ms. Fitzgerald
8 __ of a sudden;
without warning
9 Little child
10 Toward the sky
11 Tidy
12 Nitwit
13 Exclusively
19 Unlocks
21 Sheep cries
24 Fair; balanced
25 Sell to a pawn
shop
26 Food
27 Transistor, e.g.
28 Bereavement
29 Eclipse;
outshine
30 Pen __;
pseudonyms
32 Canisters
33 Singer Rawls
35 Too inquisitive

Find us on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/jumble

ACROSS
1 Drop of joy or
sorrow
5 “Trick or __!”;
Halloween cry
10 Take apart
14 Hearty
15 Common
greeting
16 Lowly worker
17 __ reflux
disease; GERD
18 __ carpeting;
alternative to a
hardwood floor
20 Definite article
21 Silent film
actress Theda
22 Actress Duke
23 Comes close to
25 That woman
26 Neck scarf
28 British capital
31 Detests
32 Voting alliances
34 Moving truck
36 Chief Norse
god
37 Newspaper
stand
38 Short note
39 Be victorious
40 3 __ 2 is 1
41 Dull speakers
42 Mean fairy tale
character
44 Elegant
45 “__ a Small
World”
46 Foam
47 Still breathing
50 Dull-colored
51 Want __; part
of a newspaper
54 Ragged wound
57 “Garfield” dog
58 Take __;
assume control
59 Actress Hilary
60 Italy’s capital
61 Dines
62 Like seawater
63 Is obligated
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ZESTY
NIECE
FAMOUS
WRENCH
Jumbles:
Jumbles:
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NIECE
FAMOUS
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Jumbles:
ZESTY
NIECE
FAMOUS
WRENCH
Thursday’s
Yesterday’s
Yesterday’s
Yesterday’s
His
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Answer:
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attempt
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Henry
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was
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SCHEME
was a —
SCHEME

Aries — Today is a 6 — Find what
you need nearby. Work challenges
need your full attention. Watch for
hidden danger. Do basic work too.
Review, regroup, and stay grounded.
Breathe deeply to counter stress.

Cancer — Today is a 5— You
may discover breakdowns with
a partnership. Wait to expand and
travel. Others vie for your attention.
Go to a different work environment.
Go slow, and speak clearly.

Libra — Today is an 5 — Things
don’t go according to plan, but it was
helpful. Be objective, and adapt to
changing situations. Go slow to avoid
errors or. Clarify communications
and make corrections.

Capricorn — Today is a 6 — Friends
help you advance. Exceptional
patience is needed. A theory
doesn’t pan out. Go beyond the
minimum required. Consider the
consequences of words you speak.

Taurus — Today is a 5 — Setting
priorities is important. Hold onto
your valuables, and plan your next
move. Tardiness is noticed. Face to
face works best. Enjoy social buzz.
Friends are dealing with changes.

Leo — Today is a 5 — Don’t try a
new idea yet.Lay low. Breakdowns
in an alliance distract. Stay close to
home and costly suggestions. Clarify
miscommunications, fix feelings and
objects. Do it for love not money.

Scorpio — Today is a 5 — Watch
your stinger. Practice restraint. Listen
to a loved one’s considerations.
Hold onto your money. Don’t
make promises you won’t keep.
Respectfully decline. Go slow

Aquarius — Today is a 5 —
Don’t over-extend yourself. Support
your firends. Collaborate with duties.
Make your place more comfortable,
instead of traveling. Don’t repeat a
mistake... it would get expensive.

Gemini — Today is a 5 — You have
more on your plate at home. It’s not
a good time to travel. Circumstances
have changed, and it works out for
the better. There may be temporary
confusion. Don’t flaunt money.

Virgo — Today is a 5 — Support
your promises. It could be fun, if
you view it as a game. Avoid an
arguement by not getting hooked.
Others rely on you. Flock with family
and make sure everyone’s cared for.

Sagittarius — Today is a 5 — The
momentum short- circuits, and
you discover a dead end. Curtail
your enthusiasm. Don’t fall for an
expensive trick. An uncomfortabe
situation spurs you to action.

Pisces — Today is a 5 — With the
support of your friends, you can get
through anything. Stash valuables in
a safe place. Be positive, and move
forward slowly. Progress could seem
stopped, blocked or impeded.
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Saluki football closes out spring practice
TONY MCDANIEL
Daily Egyptian
SIU football held the annual maroon and white
game Friday night at Saluki Stadium. Despite
both sides giving their best effort, the game was
considered a tie.
The game marked the final official spring practice
for the Salukis and is the last time the Dawgs can
hold team workouts until the summer.
While SIU’s offense looked strong for much
of the game, junior transfer quarterback Mark
Iannotti stood out the most among the offensive
unit. Iannotti completed 15 of 26 passes for 186
yards and a touchdown.
Coach Dale Lennon said Iannotti has improved
a lot since joining the team this season.
“He’s really stepped forward,” Lennon said. “He’s
putting himself in a leadership role which is what
you want out of the quarterback. He’s right in the
thick of things.”
Sophomore Ryan West also threw for two
touchdowns. West said he has worked hard to
improve at his position this spring.
“The biggest thing is just being more consistent
with my play,” West said Wednesday. “Just coming in
day-in and day-out making the right reads, making
the right throws, making the right checks. Just doing
all the things necessary to make the team better.”
Among the running backs, redshirt freshman
Cameron Walter led with 17 carries for 86 yards
and a touchdown.
Lennon said the Salukis could expect quality
depth from Walter this season.
“[Walter is a] very tough running back,” Lennon
said. “He doesn’t go down easy. He has that burst
you like in your running back. If he gets a seam he
can get to the second level.”
Junior Malcolm Agnew carried the ball three
times for just 10 yards.
Senior Ken Malcome, who rushed for five
touchdowns in 2013, picked up an injury late in
the scrimmage when he twisted his right ankle.
“Those injuries hurt when you have them, and
they’re very painful,” Lennon said. “I’m hoping all
it is is a low ankle [injury] and not a high ankle
which is always a tough one to come off of.”
Sophomore Kyle Newquist and senior LaSteven

Baseball
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Sophomore tight end Shaq Findlater, left, goes up for a catch against freshman safety Charles Harris Friday during the annual
Spring Game scrimmage.
McKinney had the most productive evening of
all the Saluki receivers.
Newquist found the end zone twice and had
six catches for 77 yards, while McKinney had 44
yards on just three receptions.
McKinney said the game went well, but the
receivers can improve.
“I feel like I had a pretty decent day,” he said.
“Of course we want to get bigger and better
numbers. There’s always room for improvement.”
On defense, the Salukis combined for four
sacks, three forced fumbles and an interception.
Redshirt freshman Khari Waithe-Alexander
stood out on defense for the Dawgs. Alexander

had three tackles and a sack Friday; Lennon said
Alexander is a player he is excited about.
“He’s going to be good,” he said. “He has a
knack at getting into the backfield, and he’ll be
a pass-rush specialist type guy for us, eventually
he’ll be good with the run defense also.”
Sophomore inside linebacker Carl Bivens had a
productive defensive game as well. Bivens recorded
five tackles, one sack and a forced fumble.
One aspect the Salukis have worked on
this preseason is adapting to the five coaching
changes the team made during the offseason.
Lennon said he thinks the team has adjusted well
to the changes.
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“It could have been very inhibiting, but I give
credit to the coaches that came in. They did a
great job of adjusting and adapting,” Lennon
said. “It’s probably gone way better than I
anticipated and I think we’re ahead of the game
from where I thought we’d be.”
SIU will get its first official test of the year
Sept. 6 when the Salukis travel to Charleston to
take on the Eastern Illinois University Panthers.
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Basketball looks ahead to future potential
TYLER DIXON
Daily Egyptian
The Dawgs added five players to
a team that made a miraculous run
to the Missouri Valley Conference
Tournament semifinals.
Austin Weiher, Deion Lavender,
Chaz Glotta, Jordan Caroline and
Armon Fletcher will all represent
the maroon and white of the Salukis
next season.
Director of Athletics Mario
Moccia said he doesn’t follow the
recruits closely, but said he has heard
good things about them from those

around the team.
“From what I understand from the
coaching staff, they certainly fill some
of our needs. They certainly have all
had success in their background,”
Moccia said. “They looked to be in
a pretty good caliber from an athletic
and academic standpoint.”
SIU’s most recent signees were
Weiher, a 6-foot-8-inch forward from
Creating Young Minds Academy in
Irving, Texas, and Lavender, a guard
from Marquette Catholic High
School in Alton.
Weiher’s coach, Mathis Crowder,
said Weiher’s skills will fit with the

college game and the transition
should be easy for him.
“[He’s] one of the best kids I’ve
ever coached,” Crowder said.
Crowder said Weiher once took
many 3-pointers but adjusted his
game to attack the basket and have a
better mid-range game.
Weiher averaged 25 points and 12
rebounds per game for the Yellow
Jackets this season.
Crowder said Weiher is a highcharacter kid who is very laid-back. He
said whenever they would watch college
basketball games, Weiher would want
to stop watching after halftime, since

he said he had learned all he needed to
about the teams in the first 10 minutes.
Lavender averaged 26 points per
game his senior season while his
team finished 21-7. Lavender, along
with Fort Zumwalt North guard
Chaz Glotta, will try to help the
Saluki backcourt since junior Mike
Balogun and sophomore Marcus
Fillyaw are transferring.
Glotta, from O’Fallon, Mo.,
scored 2,360 points in his high
school career and averaged 28 points
per game his senior season. Glotta’s
coach was his father, Charles Glotta.
Charles said Chaz is already

used to the competition of being a
Division I athlete.
“He’s been a varsity starter since his
freshman year,” Charles said. “He put
28 up in his first game as a freshman.”
With two guards leaving, it will
be up to Chaz and returning starters,
sophomore Anthony Beane and
freshman Tyler Smithpeters, to run
the offense.
Chaz said he understands the decision
coach Barry Hinson had to make in
advising the two players to transfer.

Please visit www.dailyegyptian.com
for the rest of the story.
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SIU sweeps aside Loyola Ramblers
TONY MCDANIEL
Daily Egyptian
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Sophomore Lacey Newbold slides into home Saturday during the Salukis’ 6-2 win against Loyola University at
Charlotte West Stadium. Newbold was called safe in the play. SIU swept the three-game series, bringing the team’s
record to 24-19 and 12-7 in the Missouri Valley Conference.

SIU softball extended its season-high winning streak,
winning all three games of its weekend series.
The Dawgs (24-19, 12-7) were victorious over the
Ramblers of Missouri Valley Conference newcomer Loyola
University (16-27, 7-12). Both junior Katie Bertelsen and
Senior Taylor Orsburn gave strong pitching performances.
Coach Kerri Blaylock said a large part of SIU’s success
in the recent stretch of games has stemmed from the
emotional boost the bench has given the team.
“The energy on the bench from Taylor Harris and
Caylee Cook started the Bradley series and we’ve just been
elevated,” she said. “It’s helped us out a lot and the kids
have fed off of it.”
Game one Friday against Loyola was a duel between
each team’s starters resulting in a 2-1 Saluki win.
Loyola sent senior lefty Brittany Gardner to the circle
to face SIU’s ace Bertelsen. Both pitchers would go the
distance for their team. Gardner was lights out for Loyola,
holding SIU to just one hit through the first six innings
and seemed in line for the win heading into the seventh
inning with a 1-0 lead over the Salukis.
In the seventh inning the Salukis attempted a double steal
with sophomore Kelsey Gonzalez on third, and junior Kara
Kimball on first. Loyola’s catcher overthrew the ball to second
base, which allowed Gonzalez to score and tie the game 1-1.
The error allowed Kimball to advance to third base.
The next batter, junior Meredith Wilson, saw 16 pitches
before she hit a single to score Kimball and seal the win for
SIU 2-1 in walk-off fashion.

Please visit www.dailyegyptian.com
for the rest of the story.

